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I 2. Citations and explanations 

See supplemental sheet. 



Form PCT/ IPEA/4a9 {Box V) (July 1998) 



BEST AVAILABLE COPV 



28/01 2005 11:48 FAX 41223;J88975 ' 



WIPO PCT 05 



INTEBNATION AL P«JmtNARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



liuern^^K^applicBtion No. 

PCT^^ 03/07129 



I V Re»»p.d rtit,m«.t »-der AftlcU 33(1) whh r«.r«l t» novcHy. invtndve step or indMtrial .pplicbliHy; 
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1 1. stBtemeat 

Novell (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability U^) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
C:iaim$ 

Claims 
Claims 



1-12 



1-12 



1-12 
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1 2. CitatioDS and e3Cplai>B&»S 

1. Reference is made to the following document: 

■ Dl: US 4 872 532 A (TOBITA TOSHIMITSU ET AL) 
10 October 1989 {1989-10-10). 



2. The present application does not fulfil the 

requirements set forth in PCT Article 33(1) because 
the subject matter of claim 1 does not involve an 
inventive step as defined in PCS Article 33(3) . 

Document Dl describes (the references between 
parentheses apply to Dl) : 

a remote state-reading system including a 
communication network (6). a central control unit 
(1) connected to said communication network (6) , and 
a plurality of peripherals (3a to 3x) connected tO 
said control unit (1) by means of said network (6), 
wherein each peripheral (3a to 3x) continuously 
adopts an instantaneous state from a plurality of 
possible states, and said control unit (1) regularly 
scans said peripherals (3» to 3x) in order to read 
the instantaneous state thereof (eolv»nn S, line 42 
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to column 6, line 25), characterised in that said 
communication network (6) connects said peripherals 
{3a to 3x) to said control unit (1) by means of an 
electromagnetic induction channel (301) , and in that 
said peripherals (3a to 3x) are electrically powered 
via said communication network (6) (figure 4; column 
7, lines 8-29) . 

It follows that the subject matter of claim 1 
differs from this known remote state-reading system 
in that the communication network connects the 
peripherals to the control unit by means of a radio 
frequency channel. 

The feature whereby the communication network 
connects the peripherals to the control unit by 
means of a radio frequency channel is merely one of 
a plurality of obvious options (radio frequency or 
electromagnetic induction) that a person skilled in 
the art might select, depending on each particular 
. case, without an inventive step being involved. 

The subject matter of olaia 1 is not, therefore, 
inventive (PCT Article 33(1) and 33(3)). 

3. Dependent claims 2-12 do not contain any features 
which, in combination with the features of any one 
of the claims to which they refer, might define 
subject matter that fulfils the PCT recjuirement of 
inventive step, for the following reasons: 

claim 2: see Dl, figures 4 and 10; column 7, lines 
27-28; 

claim 3: see Dl, column 6, lines 5-2S; in a lift 
(elevator) system, it is ob vious for the 
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lift (elevator) control unit to know the 

location of the floors; 

claim 4: see Dl, figure 4; column 7, lines 8-28; 

claim 5: see Dl, figure 4; column 6, lines 5-66; 

column 7, lines 8-28; 

claim 6: see Dl, figure 4; column 5, line 42 to 

column 6/ line 25; 

Claim 7 defines a slight structural modification to 
the device described in any one of claims 4 to 6. 
This modification is routine practice to a person 
skilled in the art and the resulting advantages are 
easily foreseeable. As a result, the subject matter 
of claim 7 likewise does not involve an inventiv. 
step. 

claim 8: see Dl, figure 4; column 7, lines 8-28; 
claim 9: see Dl, figure 1; column 5, line 42 to 

column 6, line 25; 
claim 10; the subject matter of claim 10 is similar 

to the subject matter of claim 9. Claim 10 

merely uses alternative wording, 
claim U: see Dl, figure 4, column 5, line 42 to 

column 6/ line 25; 
Claim 12: see Dl, figures 1 and 4; column 5, line 42 

to column 6, line 25. 

It follows that the subject matter of claim. 2-12 is 
not inventive (PCT Artiele 33(3)). 



4. Additional observations: 



4.1 Dependent claims 2 and 5 are not clear (PC* Artiole 
6) . Said claims refer to a plurality of 
alecfcromagnetie iocmotion logpa, yet the 
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4.2 



communication network connects the peripherals to 
the control unit by means of a radio freqaenoy 
channel . 

contrary to the requirements of PCT Rale 5.1(ci)(ii), 

the description does not indicate the relevant prior 
art disclosed in document Dl, nor does it cite said 
document . 
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